
Wednesday, August 12, 2026

City of Rialto

Rialto City Hall, Council Chambers, 150 S. Palm Ave. Rialto CA 92376

Neighborhood Beautification & Historical Preservation 
Commission

Regular Meeting - Final

REGULAR MEETING - 6:00 P.M.
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August 12, 2026Neighborhood Beautification & Historical 

Preservation Commission

Regular Meeting - Final

Public Participation Procedures
THE PUBLIC WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK ON ANY ITEM USING THE PODIUM INSIDE THE COUNCIL 

CHAMBERS.

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND THE MEETING, YOU MAY PROVIDE COMMENTS ON ANY AGENDA ITEM USING 

ANY OF THE FOLLOWING METHODS:

• IN WRITING VIA MAIL TO: CITY OF RIALTO “ATTN: NEIGHBORHOOD BEAUTIFICATION & HISTORICAL 

PRESERVATION COMMISSION C/O COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT,” 150 S PALM AVE, RIALTO, CA 92376

• IN WRITING VIA EMAIL TO COMMUNITYDEVELOPMENT@RIALTOCA.GOV AT LEAST TWO (2) HOURS BEFORE THE 

MEETING.

Call To Order

Roll Call

Chair Brenda Parker, Vice-Chair Ivan Ramirez, Cliff Houser Jr., Joe Lyons, Lisa Bartley, Roberto Solis Jr., and Salvador 

Torres

Oral Communications from the Audience on items not on the Agenda

Commission Minutes

NBHPC-26-0

515

Minutes from the June 10, 2026 Neighborhood Beautification and 

Historical Preservation Commission Meeting

Minutes from the June 10, 2026 NBHPC MeetingAttachments:

Discussion Items

NBHPC-26-0

516

2026 Best Front Yard Award Commencement Presentation

2026 Best Front Yard Award Commencement PresentationAttachments:

Community Development Director Comments

Commissioner Comments

Adjournment

Page 2 Printed on 8/6/2026
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The regularly scheduled Neighborhood Beautification & Historical Preservation 

Commission meeting of the City of Rialto was held in the City of Rialto City 

Council Chambers located at 150 South Palm Avenue, Rialto, California 92376, 

on June 10, 2026. 

  
 This meeting was called by the presiding officer of the City of Rialto 

Neighborhood Beautification & Historical Preservation Commission in 

accordance with the provisions of Government Code §54956 of the State of 

California.  
o0o 

  
CALL TO ORDER Chair Brenda Parker called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

 
o0o 

  

ROLL CALL  Roll Call was taken by Administrative Assistant, Heidy Gonzalez.   
 

Present:  

Chair Brenda Parker 

Vice-Chair Ivan Ramirez 

Commissioner Lisa Bartley 

Commissioner Cliff Houser, Jr.  

Commissioner Joe Lyons 

Commissioner Roberto Solis, Jr. 

Commissioner Salvator Torres 

 

Absent:  
None 
 

Staff Present: 

Director of Community Development, Christina Taylor 

Community Development Manager, Daniel Casey 

Administrative Analyst, Kim Dame 

Planning Technician, Brian Vazquez 

Business License Inspector, Efrain Torres 

Administrative Assistant, Heidy Gonzalez 

 

 

o0o 

  
ORAL 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

No oral communications were received. 

CITY OF RIALTO 

THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF 

NEIGHBORHOOD BEAUTIFICATION & 

COMMISSION  

February 19, 2025 - 6:00 p.m.  
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COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

 

 

o0o 

 

 

Commission reviewed the minutes from the March 11, 2026, meeting. 

 

A motion was made to approve the May 13, 2026, minutes. Motion was 

seconded. 

 

Vote: 

Ayes: 7 (Parker, Ramirez, Bartley, Solis, Torres, Houser, Lyons) 

Opposed: 0 

Absent: 0 

 

Motion carried. 

 

o0o 

 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conceptual Landscape Plan – Proposed Restaurant Development at 

Baseline Road and Cactus Avenue 

Community Development Manager Daniel Casey presented a conceptual 

landscape plan for a proposed 2,520-square-foot restaurant building with 

drive-thru service located at the northwest corner of Baseline Road and 

Cactus Avenue. 

Mr. Casey explained that the Commission’s review was limited to the 

conceptual landscape plan and that the project remains in the early stages of 

review. Staff noted that the site plan and circulation elements may change as 

the project proceeds through the development review process. 

Proposed landscaping that was discussed included, 20 trees throughout the 

site which include eucalyptus and carob tree species, lantana and other shrub 

varieties, ground cover and turf areas, landscape setbacks along both 

Baseline Road and Cactus Avenue, as well as planters throughout the 

parking areas. 

o0o 

 

Commissioners provided the following comments and recommendations 

regarding the conceptual landscape plan: 

 

 Provide landscaping that screens vehicle headlights from 

impacting surrounding streets and intersections.  
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DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Require a landscape maintenance plan to ensure ongoing upkeep 

of landscaping before and after tenant occupancy.  

 Consider plant selections that preserve visibility and safety for 

drive-thru customers and pedestrians.  

 Utilize landscaping that discourages pedestrian shortcutting 

through planter areas.  

 Incorporate colorful and visually appealing plant species to 

enhance the site’s appearance.  

 Identify trash receptacle locations on future site plans.  

 Consider taller plant materials or vines along the northern 

property line to discourage graffiti and provide screening adjacent 

to residential properties.  

 Identify any proposed outdoor seating or gathering areas.  

 Consider pedestrian safety due to the site's proximity to 

Eisenhower High School.  

 Evaluate opportunities for additional driveway access and 

circulation improvements during future project review. 

 

Mr. Casey stated that all comments would be compiled and shared with the 

project applicant for consideration as the project advances through the 

review process. 

o0o 

Reestablishment of Beautification Awards Program 

Community Development staff Brian Vazquez, Efrain Torres, and Heidy 

Gonzalez presented a proposed framework for reestablishing a Beautification 

Awards Program to recognize outstanding residential and commercial 

properties throughout the City. Staff proposed the following award 

categories: 

Business Award 

 Best Commercial Curb Appeal  

 

Residential Awards 

 Best Lawn of the Year 

 Best Halloween Decoration 

 Best Christmas Decoration  

Staff outlined a nomination and selection process that would include: 

1. Collection and review of nominations.  

2. Commission deliberation and award selection.  
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COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT 

DIRECTOR 

COMMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONER 

COMMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Formal recognition of award recipients at a Commission meeting.  

Commissioners discussed several ideas regarding the proposed program, 

including: 

 Conducting awards on a quarterly basis rather than annually. 

 Publicizing award recipients through City publications, social media, 

and the City website. 

 Creating yard signs or other public recognition displays for award 

winners. 

 Considering additional categories such as drought-tolerant 

landscaping. 

 Developing a scoring matrix and evaluation criteria for future award 

selections. 

 Including privacy acknowledgements and consent language on 

nomination forms. 

 Keeping the program simple, accessible, and community-focused.  

Staff will continue developing nomination forms, evaluation criteria, and 

implementation details and will return with additional recommendations for 

Commission consideration. 

o0o 

 

Community Development Director Christina Taylor thanked the 

Commission for its feedback regarding both presentations. The July meeting 

schedule remains under review due to the July 4th holiday. City Council and 

Planning Commission are both scheduled to be dark for the first meetings in 

July, so staff will reach out to the Commissioners on whether a July meeting 

will be held. If there is no July meeting, regular meetings will resume in 

August. She also reminded Commissioners that meeting packets will be 

available to them after agenda publication and they can come to City Hall to 

pick them up prior to the meetings. 

 

o0o 

 

 

Commissioner Ramirez 

Commissioner Ramirez apologized for missing the previous meeting and 

shared that he and his wife recently welcomed their first child, a baby girl. 

Commissioners and staff offered congratulations. 

 

Commissioner Lyons 

Commissioner Lyons shared a brief sports update and offered 

congratulations to Commissioner Ramirez and his family. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair Parker 

Chair Parker thanked Commissioners and staff for their participation and 

support. 

 

 

o0o 

 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Houser and seconded by 

Commissioner Lyons to adjourn the meeting.  

 

The Regular Neighborhood Beautification and Historical Preservation 

Commission meeting on Wednesday, June 10, 2026, adjourned at 7:05 

p.m. 

 

o0o 

 

 

 

 

 

  Minutes prepared by Kim Dame 

Administrative Analyst 

    

 

 

 

 

Brenda Parker 

Chair, Neighborhood Beautification & Historical Preservation Commission 
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2026 Best Front Yard Award Commencement

Presented by: Brian Vazquez, Planning Technician
Efrain Torres, Business License Inspector
Heidy Gonzalez, Administrative Assistant

10



Awards – Best Front Yard

2

First Meeting (Tentative Date – September 9th) 
• Staff will gather the nominations and present them to the commission
• The commission can review the nominations at this time

Second Meeting (Tentative Date – October 14th)
• The commission will meet and hold a vote

Third Meeting (Tentative Date – December 9th)
• The commission will present the award to the resident

The first award to be presented will be the 2026 Best Front Yard Award
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Example of the Online Nomination Form

3

• Here is what the form will look 
like

• Nominations may be submitted 
electronically by completing the 
online nomination form available 
on the City website.

• Award Nomination information 
will be advertised on the City 
website, social media channels, 
Rialto Network, and other official 
communication platforms.
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Grading Scale – Best Front Yard

4

• Here is an example of the Grading Scale that will be used to score each applicant

Cleanliness 1               2               3               4               5

Creativity 1               2               3               4               5 

Health of Lawn 1               2               3               4               5

Lighting (Optional) 1               2               3               4               5

Additional Items (Statues, Fountains) 1               2               3               4               5 

13



Front Yard 
Review 
Guidelines

Lawn
• Uniform green color 
• Even mowing height 
• Minimal weeds 
• No bare patches 
• Proper edging 
Landscape Beds
• Healthy plants 
• Fresh mulch* 
• Defined borders 
• Balanced spacing 
Hardscape
• Clean walkways 
• No cracks/weeds 
• Pressure-washed surfaces 
• Functional lighting/drainage
Additional Features*
• Fountains 
• Statues

*Optional Not required
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Example of the Award
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Conclusion

7

Depending upon the outcome of the vote,

• Staff will prepare and provide the commission the nominations for the September 
9th meeting

What you are voting on:

• Commence seeking nomination for the “2026 Best Front Yard” award
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