City of Rialto

Regular Meeting - Final

Wednesday, November 12, 2025
REGULAR MEETING - 6:00 P.M.

Rialto City Hall, Council Chambers, 150 S. Palm Ave. Rialto CA 92376

Neighborhood Beautification & Historical Preservation

Commission




Neighborhood Beautification & Historical Regular Meeting - Final November 12, 2025
Preservation Commission

Public Participation Procedures

THE PUBLIC WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK ON ANY ITEM USING THE PODIUM INSIDE THE COUNCIL
CHAMBERS.

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND THE MEETING, YOU MAY PROVIDE COMMENTS ON ANY AGENDA ITEM USING
ANY OF THE FOLLOWING METHODS:

* IN WRITING VIA MAIL TO: CITY OF RIALTO “ATTN: NEIGHBORHOOD BEAUTIFICATION & HISTORICAL
PRESERVATION COMMISSION C/O COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT,” 150 S PALM AVE, RIALTO, CA 92376

* IN WRITING VIA EMAIL TO COMMUNITYDEVELOPMENT@RIALTOCA.GOV AT LEAST TWO (2) HOURS BEFORE THE
MEETING.

Call To Order

Roll Call

Chair Brenda Parker, Vice-Chair Ivan Ramirez, Cliff Houser Jr., Joe Lyons, Lisa Bartley, Roberto Solis Jr., and Salvador
Torres

Oral Communications from the Audience on items not on the Agenda

Commission Minutes

NBHPC-25-0  Minutes from the October 8, 2025, Neighborhood Beautification and
766 Historical Preservation Commission Meeting

Attachments: Minutes from the October 8, 2025, Neighborhood Beautification and Historical Preserve

Discussion Items

NBHPC-25-0  Overview of Rialto Municipal Code Chapter 2.20 Historical Preservation
767

Attachments: RMC Chapter 2.20 Historical Preservation

Community Development Director Comments

Commissioner Comments

Adjournment
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Minutes from the October 8, 2025, Neighborhood Beautification and Historical Preservation
Commission Meeting
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CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL

©)
0
>
=

COMMUNICATION

CITY OF RIALTO
THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF
NEIGHBORHOOD BEAUTIFICATION &
COMMISSION

The regularly scheduled Neighborhood Beautification & Historical Preservation
Commission meeting of the City of Rialto was held in the City of Rialto City
Council Chambers located at 150 South Palm Avenue, Rialto, California 92376,
on October 8, 2025.

This meeting was called by the presiding officer of the City of Rialto
Neighborhood Beautification & Historical Preservation Commission in
accordance with the provisions of Government Code 854956 of the State of
California.

00o

Chair Brenda Parker called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
00o

Roll Call was taken by Administrative Analyst, Kim Dame.

Present:

Chair Brenda Parker
Vice-Chair lvan Ramirez
Commissioner Cliff Houser, Jr.
Commissioner Joe Lyons
Commissioner Lisa Bartley
Commissioner Roberto Solis, Jr.
Commissioner Salvator Torres

Absent:
None.

Staff Present:
Principal Planner, Daniel Casey
Administrative Analyst, Kim Dame

000

Chair Parker asked if there were any oral communications from the public not
on the agenda. Ms. Dame stated there were none.

o0o
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COMMISSION As this was the first meeting of the Neighborhood Beautification &
MEETING MINUTES  Historical Preservation Commission, there were no previous Meeting
Minutes.

000

DISCUSSION ITEMS  The first item presented was Overview of Rialto Municipal Code
Chapter 2.27 Neighborhood Beautification and Historical Preservation
Commission.

Principal Planner Daniel Casey made the presentation.

o Focus for this meeting: Beautification (Historic Preservation to be
covered in the next meeting).
« Duties broken into three areas:
1. Community Growth & Development
= Recommend strategies on property maintenance,
landscaping, and recognition of property owners.
= Possible programs: Yard of the Month, Holiday
Decoration awards, “Most Improved Yard.”
= Oversight of public and private landscaping, including
medians, parks, commercial, and residential
developments.
2. Community Wellness
= Promote civic engagement, public facility access, food
and housing strategies, and physical health initiatives.
= Possible programs: Community
roundtables/workshops with residents and businesses.

3. Veterans
= |dentify needs, support veteran services, and advocate
for veterans.

= Possible programs: Roundtables, memorial planning,
community engagement.

Landscaping Review & Compliance

o New development landscaping reviewed by planning division; public
landscaping reviewed by public works.

e Maintenance is mostly reactive, driven by complaints or staff
observation.

o Commission can identify issues and request code enforcement action.

o Commission may also recommend changes to existing codes.
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Underground Utilities Program
« Beautification commission advises on undergrounding utility lines
for aesthetic purposes.
e Waivers may require commission input.

Commission Role in Projects

o Commission can propose projects such as murals or other
beautification efforts beyond formal programs.

000

COMMISSIONER Commissioner Solis:
COMMENTS

« Motivated to standardize city processes, including maintenance,
landscaping, and signage for parks, streets, and businesses.

e Suggested reviewing broken signs and updating related codes for
clarity.

o Interested in pollution prevention and reducing exposure, enhancing
the city trail, and exploring e-charging opportunities.

e Plans to propose projects such as signage improvements and trail
enhancements.

Commissioner Torres:

« Focused on learning about available resources and understanding the
commission’s budget and financial limitations.

« No additional comments: expects questions to be addressed in future
meetings.

Commissioner Ramirez:

e Wants information on existing city programs to build on prior efforts.

e Supports beautification awards and possibly advertising them via
social media.

e Recommends gathering public input through surveys or other
engagement methods due to city size.

Commissioner Houser:
« Emphasized community awareness and engagement.

e Suggested seminars or displays to involve residents in beautification
efforts.
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COMMISSIONER

COMMENTS

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR
COMMENTS

Commissioner Bartley:

e Focused on curb appeal and neighborhood-level improvements.
o Interested in personally participating in beautification projects within
the city.

Commissioner Lyons:

« Highlighted city communication channels, including the PEG cable
channel and city magazine, for sharing commission work.
o Expressed interest in veteran-related initiatives.

Commissioner Parker:

o Advocates for updating city codes, some of which date back to the
1960s-1970s, to align with 2025 standards.

e Suggests planning division provide a set of codes the commission is
responsible for to review and prioritize.

e Recommends dividing the city into quarters to focus on specific areas
systematically for beautification and community engagement.

o Emphasizes the importance of seeing and understanding areas
firsthand and engaging with residents before making decisions.

e Supports veterans’ programs; notes some initiatives in Rialto have
gone dormant since COVID.

e Suggests evaluating needs of unhoused individuals and possibly
creating a task force to address veteran and homelessness issues.

« Highlights Rialto Health Services as a key organization helping
veterans with service-connected disability claims; stresses personal
connection and gratitude for their impact.

Actionable Next Steps:

« Staff to provide commissioners with a digital list of codes and
responsibilities.

« Commissioners to select five specific items to prioritize for
discussion and potential action at the next meeting.

« Potential to use visual aids, photos, or presentations at meetings,
submitted to staff at least 24 hours in advance.

000

The next meeting is scheduled for November 12, 2025.
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ADJOURNMENT Commissioner Ramirez made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by
Commissioner Houser.

The Regular Neighborhood Beautification and Historical Preservation
Commission meeting on Wednesday, October 8, 2025, adjourned at 7:06
p.m.

000

Minutes prepared by Kim Dame
Administrative Analyst

Brenda Parker
Chair, Neighborhood Beautification & Historical Preservation Commission
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City of Rialto
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File #: NBHPC-25-0767, Version: 1, Agenda #:

For the Neighborhood Beautification and Historical Preservation Commission Meeting of November
12, 2025
TO: Honorable Chair and Commissioners

FROM: Christina Taylor, Director of Community Development

Overview of Rialto Municipal Code Chapter 2.20 Historical Preservation

DISCUSSION:
On August 26, 2025, the Rialto City Council appointed seven members to the City’s Neighborhood
Beautification and Historic Preservation Commission (NBHPC).

Responsibilities of the NBHPC are established in Rialto Municipal Code Chapter 2.27.050 Duties and
Chapter 2.20.050 Powers and Duties of Historic Preservation Commission. Since both code sections
have an extensive list of duties which are applicable to the commission, this report will provide an
overview of the historical preservation portion the Commission’s duties. The beautification portion
was covered at the October 8, 2025, meeting.

The Commission acts as an advisory body to the City Council regarding matters of historical
preservation and neighborhood beautification by making recommendations to the City Council on the
following areas:

Historic Preservation

e Recommend the designation of landmarks and historic districts to the city council.

e Compile and maintain a list of nominated resources and a current local register of all
properties designated as local landmark resources.

e Endeavor to promote public interest in and understanding of historic, cultural and aesthetic
resources and their preservation.

e Consult with and advise public officials and agencies; civic, educational, professional and
other agencies; and with citizens generally in relation to the preservation of these resources
and to serve as liaison with the city.

e From time to time, to issue commendations to owners of historic resources who have
rehabilitated their property in an exemplary manner.
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Historic Resources

e Review for appropriateness proposed general plan and zoning text and map changes, specific
plans, municipal improvements, and housing and redevelopment plans that have bearing on
the protection, maintenance and enhancement of designated or nominated resources.

e Seek out information and advise the city council regarding the availability and utilization of gifts
or special funds from federal, state and private sources.

e Maintain a list of Historic resources

Certificate of Appropriateness

e Approve, approve conditionally, or deny applications for certificates of appropriateness and
certificates of hardship for designated or nominated resources.

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends the NBHPC receive the report and provide feedback to staff on their areas of
interest.

ATTACHMENTS:
RMC Chapter 2.20 Historical Preservation
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Title 2 - ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL
Chapter 2.20 HISTORICAL PRESERVATION

Chapter 2.20 HISTORICAL PRESERVATION®

2.20.010 Creation—Purpose and intent.

The city finds, determines and declares:

That the state legislature of California, pursuant to Government Code Section 37361, has recognized the
value of identifying protecting and preserving places buildings, structures and other objects of historical,
aesthetic and cultural importance and has empowered cities to adopt regulations and incentives for the
protection, enhancement, perpetuation and use of such places, buildings, structures and other objects.

That the city possesses many distinctive places, structures, neighborhoods, and urban design features (all
herein referred to as "resources") that enhance its value as an attractive and delightful community in which
to live and work.

That certain of these resources are of cultural, aesthetic or historical significance and value because of age,
architectural style, aesthetic appeal or association with local history.

That by preserving these resources Rialto shall contribute to the livability and beauty of the community,
stimulate economic revitalization, improve property values in the city, foster architectural creativity, increase
neighborhood stability and conservation, foster public appreciation of and civic pride in the beauty of the city
and the accomplishments of its past, reinforce the distinctive character of the community, add to the
community's understanding of its history and connection with the life and values of the past, and ensure that
Rialto's cultural, historical and architectural heritage will be imparted to future generations.

That shifts in population and in the economy changes in the way people live and changes in land use
threaten to destroy these irreplaceable and desirable resources. Construction and alterations of inferior
quality and appearance are also a threat to these resources.

That the adoption of reasonable and fair regulations is necessary as a means of recognition, documentation,
preservation and maintenance of resources of cultural, aesthetic, or historical significance. Such regulation
serves as a means to integrate the preservation of resources and the extraction of relevant data from such
resources into public and private land management and development process, and to identify as early as
possible and resolve conflicts between the preservation of cultural resources and alternative land uses. This
chapter is intended to carry out the goals and policies of the Rialto general plan.

(Ord. No. 1545, § 3, 6-24-14)

2.20.020 Reserved.

Ord. No. 1699, § 4A, adopted March 11, 2025, repealed § 2.20.020, which pertained to membership—appointment

and derived from Ord. No. 1545, § 3, adopted June 24, 2014.

10rd. No. 1699, § 4, adopted March 11, 2025, amended the title of Ch. 2.20 to read as herein set out. The former

Ch. 2.20 title pertained to historical preservation commission.

Rialto, California, Code of Ordinances Created: 2025-89-30 13:53:35 [EST]
(Supp. No. 38)
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2.20.030 Reserved.

Ord. No. 1699, § 4A, adopted March 11, 2025, repealed § 2.20.030, which pertained to meetings and derived from
Ord. No. 1545, § 3, adopted June 24, 2014.

2.20.040 Definitions.

For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings ascribed to them
by this section:

"Alteration" means any exterior change or modification, through public or private action, of any historic
resource or of any property located within a historic district. This shall include, but not be limited to, exterior
modifications to the structure, architectural details or visual characteristics such as paint color and surface texture
of the structure, grading, or surface paving, addition of new structures, cutting or removal of trees and other
natural features, or disturbance of archeological sites or areas.

"Adaptive re-use" means converting a building to a use other than that for which it was designed.

"Applicant" is any person who applies for designation of a nominated resource or for certificate of
appropriateness or certificate of hardship.

"Archeology" means the study of ancient peoples and customs as shown by monuments, sites, implements,
inscriptions, and relics.

"Certificate of appropriateness" means the permit granted after review of the plans or specifications by the
historic preservation commission to alter, demolish or move a historic resource, or for new construction on the site
of a historic resource or within the boundaries of a historic district.

"Certificate of economic hardship" is a permit to alter, move, demolish or subdivide a historic resource
granted by the historic preservation commission because of extreme financial privation or adversity and in
accordance with the procedure and findings in this chapter.

"Chief building official" means the chief building official of the building division of the department of
development services.

"City landmark" means a building, site or area with exceptional importance or character or exceptional
historical or aesthetic interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the city,
state or nation.

"Commission" refers to the neighborhood beautification and historical preservation commission established
by Section 2.27.010 which shall carry out the functions and duties of historical preservation as provided in this
Chapter 2.20. Any reference to the historical preservation commission in Chapter 2.20 shall mean the
neighborhood beautification and historical preservation commission.

"Day" means a calendar day including all weekend days and holidays.

"Demolition" means the act or process that destroys, in part or in whole a cultural resource, including natural
features, trees, agricultural areas, as well as exterior architectural features.

"Design guidelines" are principles contained in a document which illustrate appropriate methods of
rehabilitation and construction of historic resources. The purpose of using design guidelines is to help decision-
making with regard to retaining the scale, pattern and historical character of a structure or district. The design
guidelines will be titled "City of Rialto Historic Preservation Design Manual."

"Designation" means the act of selecting in accordance with the criteria in this chapter a historic site or
district for official city landmark status by the historic preservation commission and city council.

Created: 2025-09-30 13:53:35 [EST]
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"Historic district" means a significant neighborhood or an enclave or collection of historical buildings, the
majority of which are fifty years or older, that may have been part of one settlement, architectural period or era of
development.

"Historic district" refers to areas, districts, streets, places, buildings, structures, outdoor works of art, natural
or agricultural features, and other objects that have or may have special historical, cultural, archaeological,
architectural, community or aesthetic value.

"Improvement means any building structure, place parking facility fence, gate, wall, work of art or other
object constituting a physical betterment of real property, or any part of such betterment.

"Intrusion" means any building or structure that does not fit into and detracts from a historic area because of
inappropriate scale, materials, landscaping, age or other such characteristics.

"Minor improvement" means changes to landscaping; repairs, replacements or construction of new fences,
repainting of buildings, replacing roofing without change in material replacing of siding without change of material;
interior remodeling; construction of accessory buildings (does not include demolition) including garages, tool
sheds, cabanas; addition of mechanical equipment; construction of accessory structures including patio covers,
planters, patios swimming pools, spas, fountains, and other minor changes similar to those listed herein under
minor improvement.

"Nominated resources" are those structures, buildings, places, urban design features and other objects that
have been identified in a survey prepared by the commission.

"Object" means a material thing of functional, aesthetic, cultural, symbolic or scientific value; and the object,
usually by design or nature, is considered movable.

"Preservation officer" means the director of development services or his/her designee who will serve as staff
to the historic preservation commission, and coordinate Rialto's historic preservation programs. The director of
development services or his/her designee, may, from time to time, delegate duties as authorized by the city
administrator.

"Register of local landmarks" means the official city list of all designated local landmarks.

"Survey" refers to the accepted method of systematically studying historic resources. It includes a physical
description and a photograph of each historic resource, legal information from title or assessment records,
statements of significance according to the criteria in this chapter, and a statement of any threat to the integrity or
continued existence of the resource. The information for each resource is recorded on a survey sheet.

(Ord. No. 1545, § 3, 6-24-14; Ord. No. 1699, § 4B, 3-11-25)

2.20.050 Powers and duties of historic preservation commission.

The powers and duties of the historic preservation commission are as follows:

A.  Appoint the Rialto historical society to serve in an "ad hoc" advisory capacity to the historic
preservation commission on all matters regarding the application of this chapter. The Rialto historical
society commission will select and appoint members from the society having appropriate expertise
with historic preservation matters, as well as this chapter, to serve as liaison to the historical
preservation commission.

B.  Cause to be created a document called "City of Rialto Historic Preservation Design Manual" which will
serve as design guidelines for any improvement of a designated resource.

C. Recommend, in accordance with the criteria set forth in Section 2.20.060, the designation of
landmarks, and historic districts to the city council.

Created: 2025-09-30 13:53:35 [EST]
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D. Compile and maintain a list of nominated resources and a current local register of all properties
designated as local landmark resources. This list of nominated resources is to be publicized and
updated biennially.

E. Approve, approve conditionally, or deny applications for certificates of appropriateness and certificates
of hardship for designated or nominated resources pursuant to Section 2.20.070.

F. Review for appropriateness proposed general plan and zoning text and map changes, specific plans,
municipal improvements, and housing and redevelopment plans that have bearing on the protection,
maintenance and enhancement of designated or nominated resources.

G.  Endeavor to promote public interest in and understanding of historic, cultural and aesthetic resources
and their preservation.

H.  Consult with and advise public officials and agencies; civic, educational, professional and other
agencies; and with citizens generally in relation to the preservation of these resources and to serve as
liaison with the city.

Undertake education programs and activities in order to teach community members methods to
maintain and rehabilitate Rialto's historic resources.

J. Advise the city council regarding conservation easements, other less-than-fee interest in property, and
the purchase of fee interest in property for purposes of historic preservation, and development
agreements of the purpose of preservation of resources.

K.  Seek out information and advise the city council regarding the availability and utilization of gifts or
special funds from federal, state and private sources.

L. Make recommendations to the city council in order to provide technical expertise necessary to carry on
the functions of the commission.

M. From time to time, to issue commendations to owners of historic resources who have rehabilitated
their property in an exemplary manner.

Ensure that historic preservation is coordinated with other city activities.
O. Acquire conservation easements and monitor them.

Preserve, restore, maintain and operate historic properties under the ownership or control of the city
as approved by city council.

Q. Recommend to the city council to hire staff, retain consultants and conduct studies, as the commission
deems desirable or necessary.

R.  Contract, with prior approval of the city council, with county, state or federal government, or any
agency or subdivision of the governments, or with any other organization.

S. Perform any other functions that may be designated by resolution or motion by city council.

T. Notwithstanding duties delegated to the commission to designate historical buildings, places, etc., the
director of development services or his/her designee, is authorized, on an emergency basis, to
designate same as having a historic value to be preserved. This action by the director of development
services or his/her designee shall be of no further effect unless sustained by a majority vote by the
commission within sixty days or by the city council in the commission's absence.

(Ord. No. 1545, § 3, 6-24-14)

Created: 2025-09-30 13:53:35 [EST]
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2.20.060 Nomination and designation program for historic resources.

The commission shall undertake to establish and maintain a list of nominated resources that have been
identified during the survey. An individual who presents documentation equal to that collected in the survey may
request that a resource be placed on the list. This list may include single structures or site, portions of structures,
urban design features, man-made or natural landscape elements, or works of art. Districts may not be placed on
the list. A nominated resource may be designated a landmark and a district may be designated a historic district by
the city council after public hearings and a recommendation by the historic preservation commission.

A.  Any one of the following findings may be used to determine a local landmark designation.

1. It has character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural characteristics
of the city, state of California or the United States.

2. It is the site of a documented historic event.

3. It is strongly identified with a person or person who significantly contributed to the culture,
history or development of the city.

4, It is one of the few remaining examples in the city possessing distinguishing characteristics of an
architectural type or specimen.

5. It is notable work of an architect or master builder.
6. It embodies elements of architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship.
7. It has be unique location or singular physical characteristics representing an established and

familiar visual feature in the city.
8. It has unique design or detailing.
9. It is a particularly good example of a period or style.

10. Itis located within a historic district, contributes to the overall feeling of the district, and which
individually may lack significance.

B.  Designation of historic resources and designation of districts shall take place in accordance with the
procedures in this section.

1. No nominated resource shall be altered, moved, demolished, subdivided or otherwise
permanently changed until eligibility for designation has been determined or the designation
process has been initiated in accordance with this section and a certificate of appropriateness, if
applicable, has been secured.

2. Any person or group may request the designation of a historic resource, or ten percent of the
property owners in a potential district may request the designation of a historic district by
submitting an application for such designation to the commission on forms prescribed by the
commission. The commission or city council may also initiate such proceedings on their own
motion.

3. The commission shall have staff prepare a written report regarding the proposed designation
including a physical description of the resource, reasons for its significance, criteria used to
determine eligibility, and other appropriate data.

4, The commission shall schedule a public hearing as soon as feasible but not less than twenty-one
days after the filing of the application. Notice shall be published in a newspaper of general
circulation in Rialto not less than ten days before the date set for the commission hearing. The
notice shall be filed with the city clerk and mailed to the applicant and owner.

Created: 2025-09-30 13:53:35 [EST]
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10.

11.

The notice shall include the date, place time and purpose of the hearing and shall a given by first
class mail to the applicants, owners or occupants of the improvement at least ten days prior to
the date of the public hearing, using the name and address of such owners as shown on the latest
equalized assessment rolls.

In the case of a proposed historic district, notice of the date, place, time and purpose of the
hearing shall be given by first class mail to the applicant and owners of all properties within the
proposed district at least ten days prior to the date of the public hearing, using the name and
address of such owners as shown on the latest equalized assessment rolls, and shall be
advertised in a newspaper of general circulation in Rialto.

At the conclusion of the public hearing for the designation of a local landmark or historic district,
the commission shall recommend to the city council either approval, in whole in part, or
disapproval, in whole or in part, of the proposed designation stating the findings of fact and the
reasons for its recommendation based on the report and information brought out at the public
hearing. This shall in no event occur more than thirty days from the date of the conclusion of the
public hearing process.

Following receipt of such report, the city council shall within forty-five days consider, at a noticed
public hearing, the designation of each property recommended for designation by the
commission. Designation of historic resources and districts shall be by resolution of the city
council.

Following such designation by the city council, the city clerk shall within thirty days cause to be
recorded in the office of the county recorder notice that such property has been designated and
placed on the city's register of local landmarks. Following the recordation of such notice, such
property shall be subject to all the provisions of the Rialto historic preservation ordinance. If the
city council decides not to designate a property, it may review the proposed designation again
after one year, or sooner if there is substantial additional information or changes in the
application.

The amendment or rescission of any designation shall be in the same manner and procedures as
was followed in the original designation.

Failure to send any notice by mail to any property owner where the address of such owner is not
a matter of public record shall not invalidate any proceedings in connection with the proposed
designation.

Following designation, the provisions of Rialto's design guidelines shall apply to landmarks, and historic
districts. The design guidelines shall contain approved recommendations for making exterior changes
to local landmarks. Thereafter, any alteration, improvement, land division, change of use, demolition
or moving of any historic resource or sign associated with a historic resource shall be subject to the
review of the city in accordance with this chapter.

(Ord. No. 1545, § 3, 6-24-14)

2.20.070 Certificate of appropriateness and certificate of hardship.

A.  Certificate of appropriateness for alterations, new construction, land divisions, changes of use and signs.

1. A certificate of appropriateness issued by the commission, the preservation officer or his/her designee,
is required for any exterior alterations or additions to any designated historic resource, for new
construction on the site of a designated historic resource for any change of use, and for a lot split or
subdivision of a historic resource. A certificate of appropriateness shall be required to erect, alter or

Created: 2025-09-30 13:53:35 [EST]
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relocate any sign which is in a designated district or associated with a designated structure. New
construction in a historic district shall also require a certificate of appropriateness. The chief building
official shall direct applicants for building permits and sign permits for designated landmarks and
nominated resources to apply for a certificate of appropriateness from the commission through the
preservation officer or his/her designee. A nominated resource need not be designated before a
certificate of appropriateness can be granted. No building, alteration land division, demolition, change
of use, or removal permits for any exterior improvement, sign, building or structure within a proposed
district or relative to a nominated resource shall be issued while the public hearing for designation or
any appeal related thereto is pending except where a certificate of appropriateness has been secured.

2. Applicants are encouraged first to consult with the planning division staff about using the design
guidelines before submitting a formal application. Any application for a certificate of appropriateness
shall be made on a form prescribed by the preservation officer or his/her designee and shall be
accompanied by a fee set by resolution of the city council. The application shall include the information
required by the preservation officer or his/her designee, including but not limited to elevation
drawings of the proposed alterations samples or proposed colors and materials, plan view for new
construction, and color photographs of all sides of any existing structures on the site.

3.  The preservation officer or his/her designee, shall use the design guidelines to determine if the
proposal is compatible with the existing resource and surrounding resources. All requests for new
construction, subdivision, lot splits, change of use, demolitions or moving of a historic resource shall be
considered major. Applications for a certificate of appropriateness for major alterations shall be
reviewed by the commission.

4.  Acertificate of appropriateness for minor improvement where proposed work does not adversely
affect the exterior architectural features of the historic resource nor adversely affect the character of
historical, architectural or aesthetic interest or value of the resource and its site, may be approved by
the preservation officer or his/her designee. The minor improvements, subject to the prior concerns,
are as follows:

a. Changes to landscaping;

b. Repairs, replacements or construction of new fences;
C. Repainting of buildings;

d. Replacing roofing without change in material;

e. Replacing of siding without change of material;

f. Interior remodeling;

g. Construction of accessory buildings (does not include demolition) including garages, tool sheds,
cabanas;

h.  Addition of mechanical equipment;

i Construction of accessory structures including patio covers planters, patios, swimming pools,
spas, fountains;

j. Minor changes of nature similar to those listed in subdivisions in this subsection.

5.  Any person aggrieved by the denial of a certificate of appropriateness for a minor improvement may
appeal such denial to the historic preservation commission. A written appeal accompanied by any
required appeal fee shall be submitted to the planning division within fifteen calendar days after denial
of the application for certificate of appropriateness by the preservation officer or his/her designee. The
appeal shall be heard by the historic preservation commission. Upon receipt of the appeal, the action

Created: 2025-09-30 13:53:35 [EST]

(Supp. No. 38)

Page 7 of 10
17



10.

11.

12.

of the preservation officer or his/her designee shall forthwith be void and of no force or effect. No
permit shall be issued until the outcome of the appeal is determined by the commission.

The commission shall hold a public hearing on all applications for certificates of appropriateness
referred to it after notice is given in the same manner as set forth in Section 2.20.060(B)(4) and (5).

Using the Rialto design guidelines the survey, the designation report, and the preservation officer's
report, the commission shall review any major alterations, appeals of staff determinations, land
divisions, change of use, and new construction within historic districts and make a determination with
due speed to approve, approve conditionally, or deny the certificate of appropriateness. Approval
requires a finding that the action proposed is consistent with this chapter and will not be detrimental
to the historic resource, or that the action is necessary to correct an unsafe or dangerous condition
pursuant to Section 2.20.100(A). In case of hardship, the applicant may apply for a certificate of
hardship pursuant of subsection of this section.

A report of the action taken or determination made shall be forwarded to the city council, and a copy
of the decision sent to the applicant by mall and, if appropriate, to the city departments responsible for
issuing necessary permits. The commission's decision shall be in writing and shall state the findings of
fact and reasons relied upon in reaching its decision.

After the commission's approval the chief building official shall issue the permit applied for provided
that all requirements of city and state codes, including the historical building code, are met. If the
commission fails to consider an application for a certificate of appropriateness with sixty days of the
date of submission of the application, the chief building official shall issue the building permit. Any
person not satisfied with a determination by the historical preservation commission may appeal to the
city council. Such appeal shall be filed within fifteen days from the date of a commission decision on an
application. Such appeal shall be submitted in writing together with any required appeal fee to the
office of the director of development services. No permit shall be issued until the outcome of the
appeal is determined by the city council.

After the permit has been issued, the preservation officer or his/her designee shall, from time to time,
inspect the work approved by the commission in order to assure compliance. If the work is not being
performed in accordance with the certificate of appropriateness, a stop work order shall be issued by
the chief building official and all work shall cease.

A certificate of appropriateness shall become null and void unless construction is commenced within
eighteen months of the date of issuance. Certificates of appropriateness may be renewed for a thirty-
six month period by applying to the preservation officer or his/her designee. If the project is not
completed within thirty-six months after the expiration of the last building permit, a new certificate of
appropriateness shall be required to complete work.

Any change in the scope of the work is determined by the preservation officer or his/her designee to
be a major alteration which occurs subsequent to the issuance of a certificate of appropriateness shall
require issuance of a new certificate of appropriateness. Certificates of appropriateness for minor
alterations shall be issued at the discretion of the preservation officer or his/her designee upon the
request of the applicant.

A certificate of appropriateness for moving of a nominated resource shall be granted if the applicant
produces evidence to the satisfaction of the commission that the following findings may be made:

1.  The moving will not have significant effect on the applicable goals and objectives of Rialto's general
plan and on the implementation of this chapter.

2. The structure in its original setting is not of such interest or quality that it would reasonably meet
federal or state criteria of designation as a historic landmark and thus should be retained in that
setting.
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C. A certificate of appropriateness for demolition of a designated structure shall be granted if the applicant
produces evidence to the satisfaction of the commission that the following findings may be made:

1. The demolition will not have a significant effect on the applicable goals and objectives of Rialto's
general plan and on the implementation of this chapter:

2. The structure is not of such unusual design, texture or materials that it could not be reproduced or
could be reproduced only with great difficulty and expense.

3. The structure does not meet federal or state criteria for designation as a historic landmark.

4, Conversion to a new use (adaptive re-use) permitted by right under current zoning, rehabilitation, or
some other alternatives for preserving the structure is not economically feasible. A delay of up to one
hundred eighty days may be permitted to determine the feasibility of alternatives. During this time the
commission may consult with civic groups, public agencies and interested citizens.

D. Acertificate of appropriateness for a new structure within a historic or urban conservation district shall take
effect upon approval of the precise plan of design by the community development director or planning
commission, as applicable. Existing structures identified as intrusions into historic or urban conservation
districts do not need a certificate of appropriateness for demolition or moving.

E.  Acertificate of hardship permitting demolition, moving, a land division, new construction or alteration may
be granted by the commission at the tune of consideration of the certificate of appropriateness only if the
owner(s) of the designated property in question can produce evidence to show that:

1. Reasonable use or return on the property is not possible under the conditions of the certificate of
appropriateness; and

Alternative plans which would be in keeping with the interest of this chapter are not feasible.

The commission may delay the decision on granting the certificate of hardship for a period not to exceed
ninety days to investigate plans to allow for a reasonable use of or return from the property or other measures to
preserve the property, including selling the property to an individual or group that would preserve it. The
commission shall review the evidence and make a written finding, stating the facts and reasons behind the
decision. The applicant shall be notified by mail of the acceptance or denial of the certificate of hardship.

(Ord. No. 1545, & 3, 6-24-14; Ord. No. 1645, § 3, 7-14-20)

2.20.080 Historical building code.

Alternative building regulations may be used for the rehabilitation, preservation, restoration, or relocation of
nominated resources. The State Historical Building Code (Part 8 of Title 24 of the California Administrative Code)
shall be used for any historic resource through the city' s building permit procedure.

(Ord. No. 1545, § 3, 6-24-14)

2.20.090 Conservation easements.

Conservation easements on the facades of buildings designated as historic resource may be acquired by the
city or non-profit group through purchase, donation or condemnation pursuant to California Civil Code 815.

(Ord. No. 1545, § 3, 6-24-14)
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2.20.100 Maintenance and repair.

A.  This chapter shall not be construed to prevent the ordinary maintenance or repair of exterior architectural
features, walls, landscapes, etc. in or on any designate property that does not involve a change in design,
materials, or external appearance thereof, nor does this chapter prevent the construction, reconstruction,
alteration, restoration, demolition, or removal of any such feature when the chief building official certifies to
the historic preservation commission that such action is required for the public safety due to unsafe or
dangerous conditions which cannot be rectified through the use of the State Historical Building Code.

B.  Itshall be the responsibility of the owner of a designated resource to maintain in good repair the building,
walls and landscaping in order to prevent deterioration of exterior architectural and scenic features. In order
to prevent demolition by neglect, the city may repair a historic resource and treat the cost of repairs as a lien
against the property.

C.  All such unsafe buildings, structures or appendages are declared to be public nuisances and shall be abated
by repair, rehabilitation, demolition or removal in accordance with the procedures, as may have been or as
may be adopted by this jurisdiction. As an alternative, the chief building official or other employee, or official
of this jurisdiction as designated by the governing body, may institute any other appropriate action to
prevent, restrain, correct or abate the violation.

(Ord. No. 1545, § 3, 6-24-14)
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