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Presentation Overview

• Provide an overview of the purpose and intent of the 
Housing Element

• Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) Process

• Draft Housing Element Contents

• Draft CEQA Addendum

• Staff Recommendation to Planning Commission
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State Housing Goal
“…decent housing and suitable living environment for every California family…”

3



City of Rialto

HOUSING ELEMENT

What is a Housing Element? 

• One of seven required Elements of a General Plan
• Land Use

• Circulation

• Housing

• Safety

• Conservation

• Open Space

• Noise
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What does a Housing Element do?

• Establishes City goals and policies related to housing

• Identifies housing needs in the City for:
• All income groups

• Special needs groups

• Defines initiatives/programs to achieve housing goals

• A Housing Element does NOT require a City to build housing
• It is the City’s responsibility to facilitate and create opportunities

for housing
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Benefits of a Certified Housing Element

• Many state-sponsored planning grants require a certified 
Housing Element as a precursor to funding eligibility

• Timely access to State infrastructure bonds for capital 
improvement projects

• Access to CDBG and HOME funds
• Housing Rehabilitation Program

• Mortgage Assistance Program (aka First-time Homebuyer Program)

• Provides guidance for where the City grows in the future
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Potential Consequences for Not Achieving Housing 
Element Certification

• Loss of current funding or potential future funding

• Heightened risk for legal challenges

• Unaccommodated Regional Housing Need Allocation (RHNA) 
units are “rolled over” to the next planning period

• Shorter planning cycle (4 years versus 8 years)
• City will be on a 4-year cycle due to late adoption of 2014-2021 

Housing Element
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Housing Element – Current Status

• 2014-2021 Housing Element is currently out of compliance

• Draft 2014-2021 Housing Element submitted to HCD on May 
19, 2017

• Revisions completed through teleconferences with HCD

• Final revisions submitted to HCD on July 11, 2017

• Letter of Substantial Compliance received on July 18, 2017

8



City of Rialto

HOUSING ELEMENT

Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA)
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Regional Housing Needs Allocation

HCD
State of California 

Department of Housing and 
Community Development

HCD distributes the 
State’s housing need 

to all the regional 
councils of 

government

SCAG
Southern California 

Association of 
Governments

For San Bernardino 
County, SCAG 

distributes the region’s 
housing need to the 

local jurisdictions

City of Rialto

RHNA

2014-2021

Income Group Units

Very Low (0-50% AMI) 636

Low (51-80% AMI) 432

Moderate (81-120% AMI) 496

Above Moderate (120%+ 
AMI)

1,151

TOTAL 2,715
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2014-2021  RHNA Housing Need

Income Group 2014-2021

Very Low (0-50% AMI)1 636

Low (51-80% AMI) 432

Moderate (81-120% AMI) 496

Above Moderate (120%+ AMI) 1,151

TOTAL 2,715

11
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Housing Affordability by Income Group

Income Level RHNA 
Need

Annual Household 
Income1

Monthly Housing 
Payment2

Very Low-
Income

318 50% or less of 
Median Income

$43,500 or less $1,088 or less

Low-Income 318 Between 51% and 
80% of Median 
Income

$43,501 -- $69,600 $1,089 -- $1,740

Moderate-
Income

496 Between 81% and
120% of Median 
Income 

$69,601 -- $104,400 $1,741 -- $2,610

Above 
Moderate-
Income

1,151 Greater than 120% 
of Median Income

Greater than $104,400 Greater than $2,610

1Based on San Bernardino County 2016 Area Median Income= $65,000
2Affordable Housing Monthly Payment is no more than 30% of monthly income
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Housing Element Content

• Introduction

• Population and Housing Profile

• Housing Constraints

• Housing Resources

• Housing Plan

• Past Performance of Prior Element

• Appendices
• A – Community Outreach

• B- Units At-Risk of Conversion

• C: Sites Inventory
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Population and Housing Profile

• Population Characteristics

• Household Characteristics

• Special Needs Groups

• Housing Profile

• Units At-Risk of Conversion
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Housing Constraints

• Market Constraints

• Governmental Constraints

• Environmental Constraints
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Housing Resources

• Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA)

• Vacant Residential Land

• Zoning to Accommodate Lower Income Households

• Summary of Available Sites

• Available Resource to Address Housing Need

• Energy Conservation Opportunities
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Housing Plan

Policies and Programs for: 

• Housing Conservation and 
Improvement

• Housing Availability and Production

• Housing Affordability

• Removing Governmental 
Constraints

• Equal Housing Opportunity

• Summary of Quantified Objectives
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Past Performance
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Appendices

• Appendix A – Community Outreach
• Summary of Outreach Efforts

• Appendix B – Units At-Risk of Conversion
• Units at risk of converting to market rate 

• Appendix C – Sites Inventory
• Available sites for residential development
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Housing Element Content

• Introduction

• Population and Housing Profile

• Housing Constraints

• Housing Resources

• Housing Plan

• Past Performance of Prior Element

• Appendices
• A – Community Outreach

• B- Units At-Risk of Conversion

• C: Sites Inventory
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Environmental Clearance

• CEQA Addendum Prepared
• Addends the 2010 General Plan Program EIR

• Findings that the impacts associated with Housing Element do not 
demonstrably change from prior General Plan EIR analysis

• CEQA Addendum Requires no Public Review
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Staff Recommendation

• Approve the 2014-2021 Housing Element
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